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Thinking Skills for Tests: Upper Elementary Vocabulary

Guided Practice

You just learned these four steps that will help you find the correct answers to questions about
your vocabulary:

Step 1: Think about what the word means before you look at the answer choices.
Step 2: Try each answer choice in the sentence.

Step 3: Cross out answer choices that do not make sense.

Step 4: Choose the best answer.

Now you will practice each of the steps in the next exercises. These exercises guide you through
each step. After you practice, you will feel more confident when you answer vocabulary questions.

Exercise 1
Step 1: Think about what the word means before you look at the answer choices.

After you touch animals in a petting zoo, it is important to sanitize your hands.

Are you having trouble thinking
of what the word might mean?

| think sanitize means Jist take'a gussst

Clue: After you touch animals, your hands are dirty.

Step 2: Try each answer choice in the sentence.

After you touch animals in a petting zoo, it is important to sanitize your hands.

a. clap

b. wash

c. smell Don’t choose your answer yet —
o go through all the steps first!

d. raise

Which of the following sentences make sense?
1. After you touch animals in a petting zoo, it is important to clap your hands.
oyes o no

2. After you touch animals in a petting zoo, it is important to wash your hands.
oyes ono

3. After you touch animals in a petting zoo, it is important to smell your hands.
o yes o no

4. After you touch animals in a petting zoo, it is important to raise your hands.
oyes o no
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Thinking Skills for Tests: Upper Elementary Understand the Main Idea

B. Understand the Main Idea in a Paragraph

Just as a group of pictures can have a main idea, a paragraph is a group of sentences with a
main idea. Every paragraph has a main idea. Most paragraphs also have details that support
the main idea.

The next exercises will show you how to write a paragraph with a main idea and details that
support the main idea.

Exercise 5

Below is a paragraph that a student (Ashley) wrote to describes the group of pictures above.

- —

There are many types of ocean life. When most

people think about ocean life, they usually think about fish.

Mammals, such as dolphins, also call the ocean home. Plants,

sharks, and lobsters also are part of the diverse group of

living things in the ocean.

Ashley starts with a sentence that states the main idea.

There are many types of ocean life.

Then she goes on to describe details that support the main idea.

When most people think about ocean life, they usually think about

fish. Mammals, such as dolphins, also call the ocean home.

Plants, sharks, and lobsters also are part of the diverse group of

living things in the ocean.
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